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Intellectual Freedom and Censorship Policy 

Purpose: To define the Library’s role in access to information.  

The Library Center of the Ozarks accepts and endorses the American Library Association's 
Library Bill of Rights, and its various interpretations, including the Statement of Intellectual 
Freedom, Freedom to Read, Freedom to View, Statements on Labeling, and Policy of 
Confidentiality of Library Records.  

The Library recognizes that censorship is a purely individual matter and declares that while 
anyone is free to reject for him/herself any library material which he/she does not approve 
of, he/she cannot exercise this individual right of censorship to restrict from others the 
freedom to read or view. 

The responsibility for the reading or use of library materials by children rests with their 
parents and legal guardians. Selection of library materials will not be inhibited by the 
possibility that books may inadvertently come into the possession of children. 

If a patron is concerned about a library service such as an item in the collection, event, 
display, or presentation a Request for Reconsideration of Library Material form or a 
Request for Reconsideration of Program form may be submitted to the Library Director. 

 

Guiding Principles 

Summary of the Freedom to Read Statement 

In the Bill of Rights to the United States Constitution, the founders of our nation proclaimed 
certain fundamental freedoms to be essential to our form of government. Primary among 
these is the freedom of expression, specifically the right to publish diverse opinions and the 
right to unrestricted access to those opinions. As citizens committed to full and free use of 
all communications media and as professional persons responsible for making the content 
of those media accessible to all without prejudice, we, the undersigned, wish to assert the 
public interest in the preservation of freedom of expression.  

Through continuing judicial interpretations of the First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution, full freedom of expression has been guaranteed. Every American who aspires 
to the success of our experiment in democracy--who has faith in the political and social 
integrity of free men--must stand firm on those Constitutional guarantees of essential 
rights. Such Americans can be expected to fulfill the responsibilities implicit in those 
rights.  

https://taneycountylibrary.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Workroom/EZKyx5UMIUBFqzoqgxLU6SkBZyYJJxCL6C5UrDhQLrvMqQ?e=cvW2N9
https://taneycountylibrary.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Workroom/EYp0ku12jMpFqQPxKSUP_YcBSBz56qdsfO5KJpKb33qblA?e=cHX0Ux


We, therefore, affirm these propositions:  

1. It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest 
diversity of views and expressions, including those which are unorthodox or unpopular with 
the majority.  

2. Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation 
contained in the books they make available. It would conflict with the public interest for 
them to establish their own political, moral or aesthetic views as a standard for 
determining what books should be published or circulated.  

3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to writings on 
the basis of the personal history or political affiliations of the author.  

4. There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults 
to the reading matter deemed suitable for adolescents or to inhibit the efforts of writers to 
achieve artistic expression.  

5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept the prejudgment of a label 
characterizing any expression or its author as subversive or dangerous.  

6. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom 
to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to 
impose their own standards or tastes upon the community at large; and by the government 
whenever it seeks to reduce or deny public access to public information.  

7. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to 
read by providing books that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression.  

By the exercise of this affirmative responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to a 
"bad" book is a good one, the answer to a "bad" idea is a good one. The full documents are 
available at the American Library Association website.  

 
THE LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS   

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and 
ideas and that the following basic policies should guide their services.  

1. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 
excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their 
creation.  

2. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on 
current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 
partisan or doctrinal disapproval.  



3. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide 
information and enlightenment.  

4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 
abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.  

5. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 
background, or views.  

6. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they 
serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs 
or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.  

7. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and 
confidentiality in their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and 
protect people’s privacy, safeguarding all library use data, including personally identifiable 
information.  

 
Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 
February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019.  
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